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After the fall of Vijayanagar, the art of making bronzes was patronised by

the Nayaks,   and later by the Maratha rulers, and till recently by several pious
aad wealthy devotees.    Centres of pilgrimage like Varanasi continued to be active

centres for bronzes to enable the pilgrims from all over India to take back with them
the  images   of their  favourite deities.

Changing times and values have wiped out of existence, the pious devotees
and the grand old monarchs and patrons., but the tradition is still preserved in
pockets here and there.

Sri IX N. Varma has given an interesting and useful introduction regarding
the bronzes during the times of the various dynasties that ruled over India. He
has also meticulously catalogued the more important of the bronzes in the Hydera-
bad Museum, The Department of Archaeology and Museums as also serious
students of art are deeply indebted to him for this useful production.
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